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morning. A little "conversation on the Irish situation will be
most valuable to me. Yours,, ARTHUR JAMES BALFOUR."
The interview took place, and Carson thoroughly primed
the leader of the Opposition with information on Ireland :
after the interview it was decided that Carson should be
principal " controversial " speaker in reply to Morley in the
debate on the Address upon the general state of Ireland,
and particularly having regard to the Evicted Tenants Com-
mission, the release of the prisoners in the Gweedore case,
and the repeal of the Crimes Act provisions. On all of these
subjects Carson was well qualified to reply : he had been
counsel in the Gweedore case, and before the Commission,
and no one knew more about the Crimes Act or the criminal
state of Ireland. Balfour referred to Mr. Justice Mathew as
having enjoyed " the unwonted luxury of delivering the
verdict before he had heard the evidence/5 and Saunderson
had caused a terrible scene by referring to Father McFadden
as a " murderous ruffian " ; after appeals from Gladstone
and Balfour, he consented, with a fiery look at the Nation-
alists, to substitute for the words " murderous ruffian ** the
term " excited politician." A great deal of heat had thus
been engendered into the debate, and Carson sat nervously
by Balfour waiting to be called on to make the concluding
speech : in those days the House rose at midnight, and
Carson needed at least three-quarters of an hour for his
speech. At length John Morley rose at 10.15 : he was con-
tinually interrupted, and it was an hour and a quarter
before he sat down. His main argument was a detailed
examination of the state of Ireland with regard to rents and
crime. His figures showed that rents were being paid better,
and there was a decrease in crime. Carson had thus only
half an hour to reply. Mr. Darling tried to do Carson another
friendly turn by moving the adjournment of the debate, but
made matters worse, since a division on this question, in-
sisted upon by the Irish members, followed, which occupied
ten minutes, and there was now only a quarter of an hour
left. However, the debate was automatically to adjourn at
midnight until the next day, and the speaker at that moment
in possession of the House had a right to resume his speech